PEST MANAGEMENT

Nature’s

Owvn

ANswer

Biopesticide technology leads the charge

against resistant pests.

By Brian Kantz

NDER the best circumstances,

a grower can stand in his field

on a nice warm day, just after
a generous morning rain, and practical-
ly hear the sound of his crops growing.
Under the worst circumstances, a grow-
er can stand in that same field and prac-
tically hear the sound of insects chewing
away at his pride and his profits.

Traditional pesticide programs have

served growers well over many years,
and are expected to continue provid-
ing solutions to problems in the future.

However, as many growers understand,

these programs provide only a partial
solution to this fundamental challenge.
The development of pesticide-resistant
insect populations act as nature’s adap-
tive response to synthetic pesticides.
But more top growers are turning to

biopesticides, in conjunction with their
ongoing use of traditional pesticides, as
an effective means of managing resis-
tance in their fields.

Gaining The Upper Hand
When synthetic pesticides were
introduced in the 1940s, an array of

highly effective chemicals cleared fields,

greenhouses, and nurseries of destruc-
tive pests. Crop yields soared. Not long
after, however, nature began its coun-
ter-attack. Resistant pest populations
emerged to render once-dependable
pesticides ineffective. As new pesti-
cide products enter the market today,
many with very specific pest activity,
resistance management strategies are
becoming an even more important part

of an operation’s long-term profitability.

How serious is the problem? Between
1950 and 2000, the incidence of new

BLUEBERRY PLANTS

Planting blueberries is a major investment.
For 29 years we have provided the world’s
best growers with the finest plants and
market-leading information. Ask us about
market potential, site suitability and
cultural care.

E-mail: berries@fallcreeknursery.com
Website: www.fallcreeknursery.com

Before you plant, call us:

800-538-3001

Fall Creek Farm & Nursery, Inc.
39318 Jasper-Lowell Rd. Lowell, OR 97452
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cases of arthropod pesticide resistance
in the U.S. fluctuated between 50 and
150 new cases per year. According to the
Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO), at least 520
insects and mites, 150 plant diseases,
and 113 weeds have now become resis-
tant to pesticides meant to control them.

The Biopesticide Solution
Luckily, sound science is up to the
challenge. Today, most growers are
rotating different combinations of tradi-
tional chemicals, from different chemical
classes, and saving their favorites for
key times in the growing season when
they are needed. Many growers also set

continues on page 42
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